
he event has grown 
substantially from 
the inaugural 
Open held in 
2010, and has 

produced some outstanding 
Champions including Lydia Ko, 
Michael Hendry and Ryan Fox who 
have clearly moved on to much 
great achievements around the 
golfing world.

Muriwai Golf Links continues to 
provide a testing layout for our 
top Professional and Amateur 
golfers, who loving playing the 

championship links layout which 
rarely plays the same day by day. 
Being situated on the wild west 
coast of the Auckland region, 
Muriwai experiences a range of 
climatic conditions with “breezes 
“ coming predominantly from 
the south-west, but also from 
the north-east which produces 
a totally different challenge to 
the players. The native black 
sand not only provides many pot 
bunkers around the links, but also 
allows fantastic natural drainage 
which results in Muriwai being 

CHALLENGE 
AWAITS AT 
MURIWAI

2016 sees the seventh running of the Autex Muriwai 
Open (in association with ASB), the final stop on the 

2015/2016 Jennian Homes Charles Tour.

considered an all-weather course
The course features the natural 

kikuyu grass in the fairways, which 
are closely mown to produce an 
outstanding playing surface on a 
par with other similar grass types 
such as couch (Bermuda) grass. 
The greens surrounds are mown 
even closer to produce a range 
of shot options to players who 
miss the green with approach 
shots. The greens are a blend of 
creeping bent and poa annua and 
are mown and rolled regularly to 
produce constantly pure putting 
surfaces, recognised in the top 
class in the Auckland Region. The 
contoured nature of the greens 
(some quite heavily so) demands 
the best from all players and 
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experience really comes into play 
at Muriwai.

The Club is working even further 
towards producing an outstanding 
links golf experience which, if not 
exactly typical of the tree-less 
British seaside links, is distinctly 
different from New Zealand’s 
normal parkland courses. Whilst 
the fairways are relatively wide 
and open, real trouble can exist to 
wide shots particularly when the 
wind gets up

In the last Annual Rating of NZ 
Golf Courses, Muriwai ranked 12th 
in the country and 2nd top links 
course after Paraparaumu Beach. 
When we consider that many 
of the courses ranked ahead of 
Muriwai are relatively new resort-

style courses, such as Jacks Point, 
Kauri Cliffs and Cape Kidnappers , 
then Muriwai’s rating is very high 
indeed. Visitors to the course from 
both New Zealand and overseas 
continue to be stunned by the 
appearance and playability of 
Muriwai Golf Links, and whilst the 
course might “beat them up “on 
occasions, they all vow to return!

The 2016 Muriwai Open will 
continue to attract a strong 
field of Professionals and Elite 
Amateurs, and whilst some top 
Professionals might be overseas 
on other world golf tours seeking 
their living, opportunities exist for 
other budding stars to prove their 
worth on Muriwai’s luxurious links 
landscape. ∵
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